
Louisiana Soccer Association (LSA) is pleased to announce the first Olympic Development 
Program (ODP) ID event for the 2023 soccer season. 

Tryoutswill be on Sunday, January 8th at Moore Park in Lafayette and January 22nd in the 
Covington/Mandeville area. Both events will be from 1-3:30 pm.  Pre-registration is mandatory for 
the event. Please make sure to register online on the LSA Website. If you are unable to attend on 
1/8 or 1/22, complete the registration and submit a request to be scouted to valerie@lsa-soccer.org.

  Parish Athletic Club Sporting Director Rafa Amaya has been named the Sporting Director for the 
Louisiana Soccer Development Program, announced by the Louisiana Soccer Association.  

“Rafa Jr has been here since the beginning of the MLS and has been through the pathway from 
the locker room, to international levels, to experiencing the pro level as a player and coach.  His 
knowledge of the game is special and the project that Rafa Jr and Madison are building aligns 
with the rest of the world of soccer and will lead to incredible possibilities,” said former US 
International, Eric Wynalda. (106 Caps 34 Goals) 

Amaya Jr, a Liberty graduate, has a decorated history as a player, coach and director in soccer. 
On the pitch, Amaya was a member of the United States U-17 National Team and went on to 
earn back-to-back national championships as a midfielder at Tyler Junior College (2009 & 2010). 
He helped the Apaches post a 41-0-1 record during his two seasons. 

He went on to play his final two seasons at Liberty, where he helped the Flames to a Big South 
conference title and NCAA tournament appearance in 2011. 

After his playing career, Amaya served on staff with multiple ECNL, regional, college and 
professional teams. His collegiate coaching career began at Creighton University in 2015. 

“Rafa is someone who has been through the process, he’s seen it all, and has a fresh perspective 
that's pure from his mentors and is one of the best coaches in the country,” said head coach of 
Creighton Women’s Soccer Ross Palue. 

Amaya joined the coaching staff at Penn State University in 2016. During his time at Penn State, 
the Nittany Lions won their 18th Big Ten Title. 

At the professional level, Amaya worked as the Director of Player Development and Match 
Analysis for New Mexico United (USL) during their historical open cup run in 2019 before 
moving to Louisiana in 2020. 

The Parish Athletic Club, started in 2020, is a Professional Sports Club under the United Soccer 
League and provides athletes the opportunity to train and compete at the highest level in the 
United States while maintaining their collegiate eligibility. 



“Rafa encompasses everything our girls have needed in a coach. He not only delivers expert 
knowledge, elite level training and the latest in mental techniques; he possesses the ability to 
motivate and guide them on their pathway to achieving their dreams,” said Shelly Rogers, U.S. 
Olympic Swimming Gold Medalist. 

Amaya brings a wealth of experience and connections as he will serve as the sporting director for 
the Louisiana Soccer Association and continue to expand to the soccer landscape in Louisiana 
and support everyone at the elite level. 

“We cannot wait to see everything Rafa accomplishes with LSA and we fully support him on this 
journey. Rafa provides unparalleled support to prepare players as they navigate the soccer 
landscape. He has developed players from the youth level all the way to the professional level,” 
said Sian Hudson, Head Coach of LSU Women’s Soccer.  




