
L O U I S I A N A     S O C C E R    A S S O C I A T I O N 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Sunday, September 20, 2020 @ 6:00 PM 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 
Minutes 

 
1. The meeting was held via teleconference. Sean Esker called the Meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 
 
2. ROLL CALL – CALL TO ORDER 
Present: Sean Esker, President 
  Chad Vidrine, Vice President  
  Jeff Moyle, Treasurer-via telephone 
  Danny Clear, Adult Soccer Coordinator 
  Gabi Erny, Member-At-Large (Small Club) 
  Michael Ritch, Member-At-Large (Large Club) via telephone   
  Zeb Winstead, Member-At-Large (Odd Year ) 
  Michael Silver, SRC Chairman  
  Bryan Thorp, LSA Technical Director 
  Tucker Reynolds, Secretary / Executive Director (Non-Voting)  
   
A sufficient number of voting members being present, a quorum was established. 
     
3.  REPORTS 
• Executive Director     Tucker Reynolds reviewed the recent developments with regard to the 
Governor’s placement of the State into Phase 3 and our return to play. He indicated that throughout the 
pandemic, the Staff has continually discussed various options and scenarios in League play and State 
Tournament scheduling. The key has and will continue to be flexibility.  The formatting of state 
tournaments will continue to be considered. He indicated that, with the assistance of Michael Silver and 
the SRC, a Game Day Protocol has been developed and distributed. Also Club Tournament guidelines 
were discussed at length with the Tournament Directors across the State.  Michael Ritch asked if plans 
were being made for the possibility that the Governor places the State back into Phase 2. Tucker 
indicated that LSA plans to continue its return to play unless and until the Governor specifically bans 
contact sports in one of his proclamations.  
 
He discussed the final registration numbers from 2019-20. Classic registrations were down 2.9% and 
recreational registrations were down approximately 12.7%. Zeb Winstead shared that registrations at 
Crossroads were down 50% and Michael Ritch indicated he had heard from several clubs to expect a 
drop between 30-50%. 
 
Tucker indicated West Feliciana Parish Parks and Recreation had filed its completed application for 
affiliation. They expect to register between 120-15 players this fall. He also indicated that a group 
formally associated with FC Boca, a club placed in Not in Good Standing in November 2019 for non-
payment of invoices dating back to October 2019, has attempted to register players through the defunct 
FC Boca GotSoccer account. He indicated the group was told they could eith pay the FC Boca arrears or 
create a new affiliate. 
  
Tucker reported that 2 coaches from different clubs had been arrested over the past 3 months for 
charges that would immediately disqualify them. In both cases we were notified immediately by the 
club. The Coach was sent a disqualification letter via email and certified mail. The Coach’s RM status in  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
GotSoccer was updated to DENIED. Finally we notified US Center for SafeSport of both incidents. The 
Center formally disqualified the first coach and is considering the second coach (the arrest and 
submission to the Center only occurred this week). 
 
Tucker reported on the progress of shifting all banking from CapitalOne to Iberia Bank. The last step will 
be to transfer funds from a Savings account in CapitalOne to the LSA Capital Improvement account at 
Iberia. It was suggested it was from these funds that disaster relief to our clubs could come. 
 
Tucker reported we have hired a part-time Administrative Assistant. Her primary function is to learn the 
function of Competitions Manager (Ben’s position) so we can create redundancy in that position.  
 
• Technical Director     Bryan Thorp reported on ODP developments and the staff’s efforts to 
invigorate registrations for the program. Zeb Winstead asked what was being done to market coaching 
certification courses in the hope of generating revenue. Bryan explained that coaching education was 
severely curtailed during the past several months by the pandemic. He also explained that US Soccer has 
not yet developed their on-line courses. He also reminded the Committee that LSA had partnered with 
USC and their online courses. Tucker added that extensive efforts had be made to market these courses 
on the LSA website, through direct mailing and through social media. He also indicated that coaching 
education cannot be relied upon as an effective source of revenue since LSA is charged with educating 
coaches and the price of courses is a limiting factor.   
 
• President   Sean Esker reported that Risk Management is in full swing, but that many clubs still 
don’t take their obligation to have coaches undergo background checks prior to coaching very seriously. 
He also indicated that some clubs still do not understand how extensive and time-consuming the new 
background check process is.   
 
Sean indicated that he had spoken with some of the clubs in the Lake Charles area about 
accommodations LSA can make for their players and teams.  
 
Sean also indicated that the USC convention and the US Soccer AGM will be conducted virtually. This 
would represent a savings to LSA as in-person attendance can be costly. 
 
• Chairman of State Referee Committee     Michael Silver reiterated the development of the Game 
Day procedures with the Staff. He also described the return of referee certification courses. 
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
 There was no Old Business discussed. 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
  
• Ministerial Amendments to Policy 
 A MOTION was made by Zeb Winstead SECONDED by Michael Ritch to consider the Ministerial 
Amendments to LSA Policy as presented. Sean asked for discussion on the amendments. There being no 
discussion and no opposition to the Ministerial Amendments as presented, the MOTION PASSED. The 
Secretary indicated that, since Bylaw gave authority to the Executive Committee to make ministerial 
changes to LSA Policy without General Council vote, these ministerial amendments would be 
immediately incorporated into the LSA Policy Manual and published. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
• Amendments to Policy 

o Policy 204.1.4  Miscellaneous Fees 
o Policy 302.6  Play Up Petition 
o Policy 307  ODP Camp 
o Policy 307  ODP Staffing 

 A MOTION was made by Zeb Winstead SECONDED by Michael Ritch to consider the 
Amendments to LSA Policy as presented. Sean asked for discussion on the amendments. There being no 
discussion and no opposition to the Ministerial Amendments as presented, the MOTION PASSED. Sean 
reminded the Committee that these amendments would be presented to the General Council for 
ratification at the Mid-Year Meeting. He also changes to LSA Policy without General Council vote, these 
ministerial amendments would be immediately incorporated into the LSA Policy Manual and published. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 MOTION TO ADJOURN was made by Gabi Erny and SECONDED by Zeb Winstead whereupon the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:48 PM. 
 
 


