
LOUISIANA SOCCER ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
August, 16 2020 
Virtual Meeting 

 

MINUTES 
1. Call to Order 
 The Meeting was called to order by President, Sean Esker at 3:04 PM 
 
2. Roll Call 
 The Roll was called by the Executive Director/Secretary. 
 
3. Credentials Report 
 A quorum was reported present 
 A simple majority vote required 39 votes 
 A 2/3 majority vote required 52 votes 
 
4. Reading of Minutes and Acceptance  
 MOTION was made by Chad Vidrine and SECONDED by Dee Flint to accept the Minutes of the 
January 12, 2020 State Council Meeting as submitted. There being no discussion and no opposition, the 
MOTION PASSED and the Minutes of the January 12, 2020 General Council Meeting were accepted as 
written. 
 
5. Reports 

 President Sean Esker thanked the membership for all they do for their kids and the game of 
Soccer in Louisiana. He submitted on his written report distributed to the membership on 
August 14, 2020. There were no questions or comments concerning the Presidents Report. Sean 
indicated that, due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in March, no other member of 
the Executive Committee had a report.  

 State Referee Committee Chairman Michael reported that the referee numbers are down 350-
400 referees. He stated there were approximately Louisiana was one of the state associations  
who agreed with the US Soccer program permitting 2020 registered referees to roll over their 
registrations to 2021. Hence, the SRC will not be realizing any revenue from referee 
registrations. Certifications will go through December 31, 2021. Laws of the game refresher on-
line, SafeSport and background checks also need to be This was announced at the SRC Meeting 
the day before. Also FIFA Assistant Referee, Corey Rockwell, spoke at the Referee Meeting. 120 
referees participated. On-line courses are completely on-line and Zoom meeting sessions will 
cover the on-field component of the course. The Referee Assignor course is also on-line.   

 Technical Director Bryan Thorp reported that ODP is on pause as is all other technical 
department programming. He reported that the LSA partnership with the United Soccer 
Coaches has allowed LSA to continue coaching education at the grassroots level. He reported 
that 9 clubs had joined the Louisiana Soccer Academy Program (“LSAP”) and that the clubs had 
been meeting bi-monthly. The LSAP Charlotte FC webinar was a great introduction to marketing 
at the club level. About 30 people we on the webinar. Finally, he indicated that the pandemic 
interrupted his club visits, but once restrictions ease a bit he will continue his touring clubs. 

 Executive Director. Tucker Reynolds reviewed LSA’s transition to the new website. He also 
indicated that the new Team Scheduling process was underway and that the 2 webinars on the 
process were well attended. He also indicated that Ben Schoonover conducted webinars for 
over 100 team managers. LCSL brackets were also being worked on. Tucker also reviewed the  



Position Paper that was submitted to the Governor’s Office and the Louisiana Department of 
Health and the various meetings and other efforts being taken to get LSA hears at the state 
government level. He thanked the many clubs and individuals who helped developed contacts in 
throughout state government that help our voice be heard. A question was raised asking about 
the Soccer Culture Advisory Council (“SCAC”). Both Sean and Tucker explained what the SCAC is 
and how their input is used by the Executive Committee to make soccer policy decisions. 
 

6. Presentation and Approval of Budget  
 MOTION was made by Dee Flint and SECONDED by Soccer Innovations to accept the Budget as 
proposed by LSA treasurer, Jeff Moyle. Jeff indicated developing a budget during a pandemic is difficult 
to do but that the budget presented is as close to the budgets of previous years as possible. The 
proposed budget presumes a drop in registrations and mimics the US Youth Soccer Budget along those 
lines. Baton Rouge SC raised the issue of increased LCSL fees. They were in agreement with the increase, 
but wanted to discuss a corresponding reduction in player registration fees. Jeff explained that the 
increase in LCSL fees was the first increase of its kind and was intended to cover administration costs for 
the leagues. Sean indicated the budget increases being proposed for 2021-2022 so the budget for 2020-
21 is not affected by the proposals. There being no further discussion and no opposition the Proposed 
LSA Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 was approved as submitted. 
 
7. Old Business 
 No Old Business was raised by the membership. 
 
8. New Business 
 Proposed Amendments to LSA Policy 
 The General Council was asked to consider proposed modifications to LSA Policies. A MOTION by 
Zeb Winstead and SECONDED by Danny Clear to adopt the all of the Policy Amendments as presented. 
Sean Esker asked for discussions. 

 
POLICY 105.1.1   CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS 

 There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 105.1.1 the MOTION 
 PASSED as presented.   
   

POLICY 203    CLUB ALLIANCES  
 There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 203, the  MOTION 
 PASSED as presented.  
     

POLICY 204.1.3   YOUTH TEAM ENTRY FEES     
Ascension Flight raised questioned where the increase in LCSL fees would go and suggested a 
graduated fee based on LCSL Division. Houma-Terrebonne shared that LCSL fees are part of the 
player registration fees and it would be difficult to go to their membership with an increase. 
Sean Esker responded that the change was proposed for a year out because LSA wanted to be 
proactive in giving member clubs a chance to prepare. Dynamo shared that team scheduling 
should have reduced time burden on LSA. STYSA suggested a more graduated increase in fees 
and drew an analogy to the gradual increases in referee fees. Spartans suggested a $75 increase 
in LCSL fee across the board for 2021-22 and a revisit of the issue in August 2021. The Executive 
Director explained the state tournament fees charged are the fees used to offset expenses 
incurred in sending teams to regional events. He also shared that the increase in LCSL fees, 
whatever the number and whenever and however they are implemented, are to offset general 
operational expenses of LSA. MOTION by BRSC to increase the LCSL fee by $50 to $250.00 for 
the 2021-22 seasonal year. CABOSA added an amendment capping any increase in the LCSL fee 



for 2022-23 at $325 which amendment was accepted as friendly by BRSC. The BRSC amendment 
was accepted as a friendly amendment so long as the increase to $325 was automatic for 2022-
23. The Executive Director suggested the burden to rationalize a second adjustment should rest 
with LSA. The amendment then stood as a simple $50 increase in the LCSL fee for seasonal year 
$2021-22 with no cap and no future increase. BRSC accepted this as their amendment and it was 
accepted as a friendly amendment. There being no further discussion and no opposition to the 
amendment as amended, the MOTION PASSED..    
 
POLICY 204.2.3   BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ADULT TEAMS    
There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 204.2.3, the MOTION 
PASSED as presented.  
 
POLICY 205.1       REFEREE FEES        
There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 205.1, the MOTION 
PASSED as presented.  
 
POLICY 303.3.5   LIMITATIONS ON TRANSFERRED PLAYERS    
There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 303.3.5, the MOTION 
PASSED as presented.  
 
POLICY 305   LOUISIANA CLASSIC SOCCER LEAGUE    
There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 305, the  MOTION 
PASSED as presented.  
 
POLICY 305.6.1.5  LESS THAN 3 REFEREES      
Spartans raised the issue that the loss of 400 referees across the state and the resulting 
difficulty in finding referees. The Executive Director pointed out that the amendment was 
intended to address situations in which teams travel to play a game at which no referees 
appear. It is intended to address club or assignor failures, not necessarily referees who simply 
don’t show up. There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 305.6.1.5, 
the MOTION PASSED as presented.  
 
POLICY 306.1.5   LOUISIANA OPEN CUP   
There being no discussion and no opposition to Amendments to Policy 306.1.5, the MOTION 
PASSED as presented.  

   
9 Elections 
 Sean Esker reviewed LSA Bylaws and indicated that those positions in which only one Statement 
of Declaration was filed are unopposed and asked for a MOTION to elect those individuals  

• VICE PRESIDENT    Chad Vidrine  
• YOUTH SOCCER COORDINATOR  Dee Flint  
• MEMBER AT LARGE (SMALL CLUB) Gabi Erny   
• MEMBER AT LARGE (EVEN)  Matt Lambert-Cluderay  

by acclimation. MOTION to elect those individuals by acclimation was made by Zeb Winstead and 
SECONDED by Danny Clear. 
 
Sean Esker thanked Shirley Moraes for her commitment to LSA as an Executive Committee member and 
particularly in her hard work to advance the cause of TOPSoccer in Louisiana. He then identified the only 
position in which no Statement of Declaration was the LSA Treasurer and indicated that the incumbent 
Treasurer, Jeff Moyle, did not file a Statement of Declaration in order to open the election up to the  



 
 
membership. Sean Esker then asked for nominations for  LSA Treasurer.  NOMINATION by Zeb Winstead 
and SECONDED by Danny Clear of Jeff Moyle for LSA Treasurer. MOTION by Zeb Winstead SECONDED by 
Danny Clear to close the nominations. MOTION by Dee Flint SECONDED by Zeb Winstead to accept Jeff 
Moyle as LSA Treasurer. 
 
10. For the Good of the Game 
 Sean Esker thanked the membership for their hard work and commitment to their kids. US 
Youth Soccer has a new Chief Executive Office is injecting new life into the organization. Dee Flint shared 
that Louisiana has 3 players in the MLS. Franklinton Youth Soccer asked what role US Soccer has taken in 
trying to lobby state governments to help local efforts to return to play. Sean Esker shared that US 
Soccer has not assumed any role in advocating for any return to play.  The Executive Director shared 
that US Youth Soccer and US Soccer will not be taking a leadership role in advocating for any local return 
to play. 
 
11. Adjournment 
 MOTION TO ADJOURN was made by Zeb Winstead and SECONDED by Danny Clear whereupon 
the meeting was adjourned at 4:46 PM. 
 

  

 

 


